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In This Issue 
• Grand Knight Comments 

• Ladies Auxiliary 

• Christmas Social 

• Exemplification 

• Photo Album 

• Many misc. items 

 

Upcoming Events 

December 

12/12 Breakfast with Santa 

12/12 Keep Christ in 

Christmas poster 

contest 

12/14 Council Christmas 

Party  

 

January 

01/03 Ladies Auxiliary 

01/04 Officers’ Business Mtg. 
01/11 Membership Mtg - SJN 

 

February 

01/31 Ladies Auxiliary 

02/01 Officers’ Business Mtg. 

02/08 Membership Mtg - SJN 

 

New Degree Schedule 

1st, 2nd, 3rd Degree virtual 

dates available on demand; 

in-person TBD 

 

4th Degree Exemplification 

TBD 

 

Council Officers 

Grand 
Knight 

Greg 
Sengstock 

 

Chaplain 

Fr. John 
Kladar 

 
 

 

GREG’S RAMBLINGS AND RUMINATING  

Brother Knights, 

So did you put your wooden shoes outside your front door 

this past Sunday night? This is a Dutch tradition to celebrate 

Sint Nikolaas’ feast day on December 6th. We know him as 

Saint Nicholas, an early church bishop born around 280 in 

Patara, Lycia, an area that is part of present-day Turkey. His 

parents died in an epidemic while Nicholas was still young 

and he used his inheritance to assist the needy, the sick, and 

the suffering. He has become the model of anonymous gift 

giving. Saint Nicholas is said to have rescued three girls from 

being sold into servitude by secretly dropping a sack of gold 

coins through the window of their house each night for three 

nights. Some versions of the story have the gold landing in 

shoes or socks drying near the fireplace. On the third visit, 

the father saw Nicholas and thanked him for his kindness.  

Nicholas of Myra is listed as an attendee of the first 

ecumenical council held in Nicaea (this is where the Nicene 

Creed came from as well as standardizing Christian 

practices). He is said to have been imprisoned and tortured 

during the Great Persecution under the Emperor Diocletian 

(ruled 284–305) but was released under the orders of the 

Emperor Constantine the Great (ruled 306–337). He became 

venerated as the patron saint of sailors and travelers due to 

a story of Nicholas calming a storm. 

The legend of Sinterklaas came with Dutch settlers to 

America in the 1700s. By the 1820s he had morphed into 

Santa Claus, the jolly fat man that arrives by a sleigh pulled 

by flying reindeer and comes down the chimney leaving gifts 

on Christmas as immortalized in the “Twas the Night Before 

Christmas” poem.  

Call him St. Nick, Father Christmas, or Santa Claus, sounds 

like he would make a great Knight of Columbus. We don’t 

have to grow a white beard or climb on roofs to follow the 

charitable model of Saint Nicholas. Spread joy where you can 

and have a Merry Christmas! I’ll see you at our party on Tuesday evening, 7:00 at St. 

John Neumann. 

Peace! 

Greg Sengstock, Grand Knight – Council 12497  

 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gk@kofc12497.com
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Deputy 
Grand 
Knight 

Stan 
Walczynski 

Chancellor open 

Recorder 
Chris 

Vonderhaar 

Financial 
Secretary 

Bill Roth 

Treasurer John R Blake 

Advocate John Blozis 

Warden Jose Philip 

Guard Jeff Bowgren 
Guard Joe Holloway 
Guard David Richter 

Trustee 
(3 Year) 

Gary Stopka 

Trustee 
(2 Year) 

Hank Brill 

Trustee 

(1 Year) 

Paul 

Clementi 

District 
Deputy 

Keith 
Williams 

Field Agent 
Matt Kling 

9995-800 380  

  

Council 
Directors 

 

  
Membership 

Director 
 

Mark Shaefer 

Faith  
Director 

Ed Kramer 

 
Community 

Director 

 

Jim 
McNamara 

Council 
Director 

 

Tom 
Rasmussen 

 

Family 

Directors 
 

Eric 
Vonderhaar, 
Chris Barone 

 

Youth Co- 
Directors 

Jason 
O’Sullivan, 

Chris Barone 
Culture of 

Life Director 
Fred Karl 

  
 

COUNCIL CHRISTMAS SOCIAL TUESDAY 
DECEMBER 14 

 

Join us for our annual Christmas Social gathering on 

Tuesday December 14th from 7-9 pm at St. John 

Neumann Hoffman Center!  

 

The Christmas Social gathering will be in place of our 

monthly membership meeting, to celebrate Christmas.  

Spouses are invited to this fun event.  The Council will 

provide wine, beer, soft drinks, and coffee.  Please bring an 

appetizer or dessert for the buffet table.   

 

No work, just an evening of fraternity and fellowship!  Come visit with old friends and 

take the opportunity to meet new friends.  If you know of anyone who may be a 

candidate for the Knights, invite them and their spouse to come along as well.   

Due to the coronavirus, we were deprived of our event in 2020, so don’t miss 

catching up in 2021.  The place is St. John Neumann Hoffman Center.  Doors open at 

6:30.  See you there! 

 

 

MERCY FOR THE STARVING 
SAVE THE DATE / DONATE 
 

Please see the flyer at the end of this Unitas edition, for information about our next 

Mercy For the Starving Event on March 18-19, 2022.  There are also instructions for 
donating; a recent Flocknote noted that we are still working to meet the Knights’ 

matching gift minimum amount. 

 

Also, on Saturday November 13, parishioners from St John Neumann and St Patrick 
parishes attended a Chicago Steel Hockey game to benefit Feed My Starving 

Children.  Chicago Steel donated 1200 meals based on the 60 tickets that were 

sold.  This goes toward our goal of 101,088 meals to be packed on March 18-19, 

2022.  FMSC was the Charity of the Game.   See the Photo Album section for pics from 
the event. 

 

 

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA 

KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS POSTER CONTEST 
 

The annual Breakfast with Santa and Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest was a 

wonderful event held this Sunday morning at St. Patrick’s Crane Road Church. We had 

a little drama when our regular Santa came down with Covid but found a jolly 

gentleman to cover the duties. Pictures and more in the next Unitas (January). 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:dgk@kofc12497.com
mailto:dgk@kofc12497.com
mailto:Gregory.Paul@KOFC.ORG
mailto:james_mcnamara@sbcglobal.net
mailto:james_mcnamara@sbcglobal.net
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LADIES AUXILIARY REPORT 
 

 

 

"We consider Christmas as the encounter, the great encounter, 

the historical encounter, the decisive encounter, between God 

and mankind. He who has faith knows this truly; let him 

rejoice."         

 

- Pope Paul VI 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
  

The Advent by candlelight was held on Saturday December 4th.  A 

“Journey with Mary: Finding Jesus” The Advent by Candlelight Dinner was a 

special evening of friendship and preparing our hearts for the coming of our 
Savior. The Ladies Auxiliary had a magnificently set table with 8 lovely 

women. We laughed, ate amazing food, and rejoiced in song with each 

other.  A huge Thank You to all the Knights of Columbus who graciously 

waited on all of us ladies during the course of the evening.  

 

 

~ During our December meeting each of the Ladies sent a Christmas card to Sister 

Mary and Sister Joelyn. It is certainly not the same without the two of them here. 
We all miss them very much and will keep them in our prayers during this Advent 

season. If anyone would like to send a card to them the address is:  Maria Linden 

Apt. 306, 2735 W. Greenfield Ave.  Milwaukee, WI 53215 

 

~ We look forward to supporting the Knights by volunteering for the upcoming 

Breakfast with Santa and the Keep Christ in Christmas events.  

 

~ The Ladies will be having a Posh Purse FUN-Raiser. We will be collecting purses and assorted toiletries to donate to 

a shelter of choice just in time for Valentine's Day in February.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Don't Miss our next Dine-to-Donate:  December 16. 

Village Tavern and Grill – Randall Road, South Elgin  

Stop by and enjoy lunch or dinner out (or both). Don’t forget to order the world famous chicken 

tenders with dip and the Ladies Auxiliary will receive 20% of the bill!  This will help us continue 

to support local charity organizations. What is better than great food, great service, and helping 

others? Just let the waitress know that you are with the St. Patrick Ladies Auxiliary. Enjoy!! 

 

"At this Christmas when Christ comes, will He find a warm heart? Mark the season of Advent by loving and 
serving others with God's own love and concern."           - Mother Teresa 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Celeste Marc 

Vice President See our website at www.ladiesaux12497.org 

 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
http://www.ladiesaux12497.org/
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PIES BY THE GUYS - MISSION ACCOMPLISHED! 
 

Our twentieth anniversary Pies by the Guys fund raiser was an amazing success, especially considering we took a 

year off due to Covid.  With the dedicated assistance of our brothers from seven additional councils including 

Addison, Aurora 4849, 14795, and 14825, Batavia/Geneva, Sugar Grove and Tinley Park we produced 2,190 holiday 

apple pies. 

A huge thanks to the 46 council members, family and friends 

who assisted with equipment setup and assembling the 2,100 

boxes on November 5. This task was accomplished in record 

time. 

After coffee and donuts on Saturday, November 6 the 2,190 

pies were assembled in 4 hours and 45 minutes! Lunch was 

served by Jeff Bowgren and Bill Roth, and by 2 PM Dempsey 

Hall was ready for its next activity. 

Co-chairs Mark Gilsdorf and Bill Martin thank the council 

members, volunteers and all who have contributed to this 

worthwhile fundraiser which netted approximately $3,750. 

Bill and Mark have decided to retire from pie making and Bill 

Roth has volunteered to chair this worthy fund raiser next year. 

The photo album at the end of this issue highlights the energy 

and participation level for this event. 

 

Submitted by Mark Gilsdorf, co-chair. 

 

 

DEGREE TEAM COMPLETES FIRST IN-PERSON EXEMPLIFICATION 

FOR OUR “KNIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS” 
 

The Council Degree Team completed the first two Exemplifications of Charity, Unity and Fraternity on December 4th  

and 5th, welcoming two new Knights to our Council. 

On Saturday December 4th the Team assembled to go through a practice Exemplification.  However due to a conflict, 

one candidate originally scheduled for Sunday was re-scheduled for the Saturday rehearsal; which turned into our 

first in-person Exemplification.  The participants assembled for a brief organizational meeting, reviewed instructions 
and procedures prior to the service.   The presenters were well prepared ahead of time and the Exemplification was 

held without a hitch. 

The team assembled again on Sunday Dec 5th for the second Exemplification.  Both ceremonies were performed in 

the formal setting of the St. John Neumann Guadalupe Chapel with the appropriate decorum fitting for our 1st, 2nd 

and 3rd degree initiation of Charity, Unity and Fraternity of the Knights of Columbus.  

Thanks to the Brother Knights who volunteered and those others who supported when needed.  The team and 

supporters who helped during the two events consisted of Chaplain Deacon Dave Stowell, Jim Gebhardt, Paul 

Braddock, Greg Sengstock, Bill Hinckley, Mark Schaefer, Bill Roth, Jeff Ricketts, Stan Walczynski, Gary Stopka and 

our Field Agent Matt Kling. 

We hope that more Knights and family members will attend our next Exemplification which we will hold during the 

first quarter of 2022 or sooner depending on the number of candidates available.  If you would like to participate in 

this ceremony please contact Gary Stopka or Greg Sengstock.   Photos from this event appear later in this Unitas. 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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VETERANS DAY RECOGNITION 
 

 

This month we would like to recognize one of our brother Knights for his 

enduring commitment to honoring our veterans in the local community.  
Mark Powell is very active among our veterans, having coordinated activities 

such as the St. Charles Memorial Day parade and Veterans Day event for a 

number of years.  This year he again coordinated the Veterans Day event 

and made opening statements. 

Mark has had a career in Financial Planning services since 2000 after 

spending 20+ years in the military as an Army Aviator, retiring at the rank 

of Lieutenant Colonel.  He has served as the President of the St Charles 

Kiwanis club and as Commander of the St Charles Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

He and his wife Lori and their family are St. Patrick parishioners.  

We thank all our veterans for their service and personal sacrifice, and are 

grateful to Mark for his efforts to help us all remember and honor our 

veterans and all who have served. 

 

 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BENEFIT……DID YOU KNOW? 
 

It’s a difficult subject to discuss, but it’s something that we all must face -- some day, we all face certain death.  

Members of the Knights of Columbus, and immediate family members of 3rd degree Knights, are entitled to a 4th 

degree Honor Guard.  At the request of the family, the Marquette Assembly #188 will put into action arrangements 

for a wake or funeral Honor Guard.  

Our Council has arranged with local funeral homes and both Parishes to include this benefit in their funeral planning 

with the family.  However, with the many details involved, this benefit may be overlooked or passed over.   So as a 

reminder, ensure that your family members are aware of your wishes. 

Also, if you know of a member who has passed, please notify our Grand Knight via email at gk@kofc12497.com.   

Due to the size of our two Parish Council and membership, we may not always be aware of a Brother Knight passing.  

It would be helpful if you know of a Brother Knight passing please contact the Grand Knight with that information as 

soon as possible.  When the Grand Knight is notified, he will contact the Assembly Faithful Navigator and Color Corp 

Commander who will arrange the service if requested and only if requested by the family.   

Soon we will add this information to our website for easier reference. 

 

ROCKFORD WALK FOR LIFE - SATURDAY, JANUARY 15, 2022 
 

The St. Charles Council along with our Ladies Auxiliary will be sponsoring the Rockford Walk For Life on Saturday 

January 15, 2022.   

Join the Council and LAX at the second annual event to stand up for the right to life of the unborn in the womb.  Last 
year over 1,000 participants joined in this event to peacefully and prayerfully walk.  St. Patrick Parish will be 

sponsoring a bus to the event.  Jeanna Desideri the executive director of Corbella Clinic will be a featured speaker.   

More details will be available in the coming weeks. 

For more information about this event go to: www.proliferockford.com/walk 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gk@kofc12497.com
http://www.proliferockford.com/walk
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BELLARMINE SILENT RETREAT WEEKEND 2022 
 

We are getting closer to our wonderful Silent Retreat Weekend at the Bellarmine 

Jesuit Retreat House in Barrington. It will be January 28th – 30th. The retreat is 

titled Habits of Holiness and will be led but retreat master Fr. Dan Hartnett. 
 

This is a fantastic opportunity to get deeper into your faith. In the silence you 

can hear what Jesus is trying to tell you and where He wants you to go. There is 

Mass, Rosary, time for the Sacrament of Reconciliation, private meetings with 
Spiritual Directors, and Eucharistic Adoration as well as fantastic food all the 

days. You can take advantage of all this, some of this, or none of this. It is all 

up to you. The suggested donation is $310.00 per person for the weekend and 

includes your own dormitory style room with a single bed, desk, and sink. The 
bathrooms and showers are close by down the hall. If you are interested, please 

register as soon as you can to make sure you get a room. These retreats sell out so the sooner the better. Go to 

JesuitRetreat.org and find our weekend to register. Tell them you are with the St. Charles Knights of Columbus 

Council #12497. Join us. You will be glad you did. 
 

Captain Jim Webb 

630-5147703 

Jwbb61@comcast.net 
 

 

COUNCIL PLANNED EVENTS 
 
Following are currently planned Council events, to assist you in scheduling time on your calendar to participate. 

 

Date Category Event 

Ongoing Community Operation Brighten Someone's Day 
  

  

Dec. Events Faith "Keep Christ In Christmas" Magnet Sales  

Dec. 14th Council Council Christmas Party 
   

Jan. 4th Council Officers Business Meeting 

Jan. 11th Council Regular Membership Meeting 

Jan. 15th Faith Walk for Life 

Jan 28th – 30th Faith Bellarmine Silent Retreat 

   

Feb. 1st Council Officers Business Meeting 

Feb. 8th Council Regular Membership Meeting 

Feb 26th Community Free Throw Contest 

   

March 1st Council Officers Business Meeting 

March 8th Council Regular Membership Meeting 

March 18th Community Mercy for the Starving 

   

 
If there is something we have missed, please contact Greg Sengstock at 630-770-5348 or Greg@SengstockArchitects.com 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Jwbb61@comcast.net
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FIELD AGENT - MATT KLING 
 

 

 

 

PRAYER LIST 
 

Recent illnesses and deaths of our fellow knights, loved ones, and friends remind us of the 

beautiful opportunity for prayer intentions that our council's online Prayer List offers to us.  
Imagine having hundreds of knights praying for your good health, or the repose of the soul of 

your loved one.  It is so easily accomplished.   

Merely go to the council's webpage at kofc12497.com.  Currently, under the Knights Items tab 

on the menu bar, select the dropdown Prayer Request Create item.  Fill out the information page 

and submit.   

For those of us who promise to pray for a specific intention, but then have so many intentions to remember, the List 

provides a handy method to remember those intentions.  In your prayers of supplication, merely remember to say 

"And for all the intentions in my council's Prayer List" and you will be performing a wonderful act of mercy.  How 
easy is that! 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
http://kofc12497.com/


 

 
Copyright (C) 2021 St. Charles Knights of Columbus Council 12497, all rights reserved. Page 8 of 13 

Questions, comments, opinions, etc. can be forwarded to the editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS  
 

 

 
 
 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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Any Knight can sponsor our newsletter for $100 per year.  Proceeds go toward our Council’s charitable works.  
Contact the Unitas editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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PHOTO ALBUM   
 

A big thank you to all who contribute photos for Unitas - it makes the publication much more interesting. 

 

 

Congratulations to our new brother Knights, and thanks to those  

who participated in the Exemplification ceremonies. 
Below (center) is new BK Eugene Pinto from Dec. 5 and in  

photo at right is new BK Greg Allegretti from Dec. 4. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Presider and PGK Gary 

Stopka 
 

 

 

GK Greg Sengstock 
 

 

 

Deacon Dave Stowell and BK Jim Gephardt 
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Chicago Steel event benefitting Feed My Starving Children 
 

 
 

Dennis Finney (FMSC volunteer rep) with family selected 

for the Ceremonial Puck Drop 
 

 
 

Dennis Finney (FMSC Rep) and Eric Olgaard (Steel Ticket 

Mgr.) at FMSC table 

 

 

And for your Photo Album dessert … our Pies By The Guys event! 

 

 
Unloading the trailer 

 
Carefully transporting our star ingredient 
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BENEFITS OF HELPING 
All money received goes directly to Feed My Starving Children. 
Your business or organization will be recognized by having your name 
placed on a poster board that will be on display throughout the event. 

HOW CAN I HELP? 
Each meal costs $0.24.  

i.e., 500 meals = $120.00 
How many meals would you like to donate? 

OR Paul Braddock 
 62 Roosevelt Street 
 St. Charles, IL 60174 
 Attn: Paul Braddock – MFTS 

MEAL PACKING EVENT 

At least 6200 people die each day due to hunger-related causes (Unicef). 
The St. Patrick/St. John Neumann parish Goal is to feed 300 people for 
one year. Our challenge is to pack 101,088 meals and raise $25,000.00.  
At a cost of $0.24/meal, are you willing to make a tax-deductible  
donation towards this event? 

Just $88 feeds a hungry child for an entire year. 
To donate, go to https://tinyurl.com/DONATE-MFTS  

E-mail: info@mercyforthestarving.org or call 630-901-3164 

Mercy for the Starving 
“The generous will themselves be blessed,  
for they share their food with the poor."  

– Proverbs 22:9 

SAVE THE DATE 
You Belong Here… 

Manifest Your Treasure 

Friday, March 18, 2022 and 
Saturday, March 19, 2022 

THREE WAYS TO MAKE A DONATION:  
1. CHECK (See right for how to fill  o ut the check. It is extremely important  
 to include our Event Number: MP2203-033SC in the Memo section . 

2. https://tinyurl.com/DONATE-MFTS  

3. CASH 
 

WHERE DO I SEND MY DONATION? 
1) Give it to the person who shared this charitable event with you. 
2) Mail to: 
 Knights of Columbus  
 Council 12497 P.O Box 4006  
 St. Charles, IL 60174 
 Attn: Ed Mundt – MFTS 
 

E-mail: info@mercyforthestarving.org  

or call 630-901-3164 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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